
November 5,2013

Prelim-EAP
Community Name: Town of Casco,

Cumberland Couttty, Maine
Conrmunity No.: 230044
Panels Affected: See FIRM Index

635 Meadow Road

Casco, Maine 04015

Re: Updated Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Updated Prcliminary Flood
lnsurance Study (FIS) Report for Cumberland County, Maine

Dear Ms. Fernandes:

We arc pleased to present yout'community with copies of the Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for the Town of Casco, Cumberland County, Maine.
These updates represent a new coastal study that was conducted in your coungr, using updated
methodolory and 2-foot topographic data obtained through Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR). The
purpose of this effort is to provide youl community with updated flood hazard risk inforrnation that can

be utilized for mitigation actions and plannirrg in order for your cornrnunity to become rnore resilient to
flood hazards.

We have prepared the enclosed Prelimirrary version of the FIRM panels using a plocess that involves
capturirrg flood hazard information in a digital format and plotting map panels using computer
technology. In doing so, we have incorporated all non-revised flood hazard infounation fucm currently
effective FIRMs, Flood Hazard Boundary Maps, and Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps as appropriate.

You wi[[ find enclosed two DVDs: One DVD contains the digital versions of the products updated by this
Preliminary issuance. Tlre otlrcr contains the coastal engineering related backup data. In addition to
DVDs, a hard copy of your'community's Prelirninary FIRM panels and FIS repoft wete forwarded to
your community's Floodplain Adrninistrator, We have also provided a hard copy set of FIRM panels to
Sue Baker, your State National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Coordinator, whose contact information
is provided at the end of this letter.

The flood hazard inforrnation presented on the FIRM includes Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs),
which are the areas that rvould be inundated by the flood having a I percent chance ofbeing equaled or
exceeded in any given year, krrown as the base flood; as well as the Base Flood Elevations (BFEs), TheLe

are also regulatory zones in coastal areas identified as "VE Zones." Tltese areas have been identified
using National Academy of Sciences (NAS) rnethodology to delineate areas subject to lvave heights of 3

feet or greater. In addition, these updated parrels rvill depict a "Linrit of Moderate Wave Action"
(LiMWA), which represents the region subject to the lirnit of wave heights between 1.5 to 3 feet. The
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LiMWA is currently a non-regulatory demarcation on the rnap but is meant to convey the risk associated

with a 1.S-foot wave, which has been found through post-event danrage assessment suryeys to have the
potential to cause substantial darnage to structures built in cornpliance with A Zone standards. Although
the LiMWA currently holds no higher building regulation requircments in the State of Maiue, FEMA's
Coastal Construction Manual encoumges building practices in these arcas of incrcased risk follow Y Zone
staudards.

Your cornmunity should note that there may be additional areas where the SFFIA has changed due to new
studies or the use of more precise topographic data. [n areas where there were no additional studies or
information, the cunently effective digital SFHA was incorpomted onto the new base map. This work
was conducted by FEMA's rnapping contractor, STARR. Please note that the BFEs will be listed in the

North American Veftical Daturn (1988), which may be differcnt fi'orn the datum used in previous flood
studies.

Flood hazard information for your community was convefted to meet the FEMA Digital Flood Insumnce

Rate Map (DFIRM) database specifrcations and Geographic Information System (GIS) format
requirements. More information on FEMA database specificatiotts is available at

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/Jhm/dfm_dflrrn.shtm#5. By providing the flood hazard information in
GIS format, we are rnaking it easier for your comnrunity to incorporate the data into your local GIS.

We are sending the Preliminary copies at this time to give your community an opportunity to review
them. Additionally, in an effortto assist you in circulating the information, FEMA has posted digital
copies of the FIRM and FIS report nraterials to the following website:
wwrv.fema. gov/p reliminaryfl ood haza rd d ata.

We are workingwith your State NFIP Coordinator to schedule a community coordination meeting (a

"Consultation Coordination Officer [CCO]" Meeting). The purpose of this meeting will be to present the

results of the study, discuss the inforrnation prcsented on the Preliminary FIRM and FIS repoft, discuss

their irnpact on youl'community's participation in the NFIP, and give your community a chance to
commeht or ask questions. In the meantime, we strongly encourage.yott to thoroughly review the

enclosed copy and circulate it as widely as possible among elected officials, staff, and other individuals or

organizations in the community that would have an interest in the FIRM and FIS rcpolt so that they will
also have the opportunity to review them thoroughly before the formal corumunity coordination meeting.

We will contact you once this rneetirrg has been scheduled. The meeting wilt be at least 30 days after the

issuance of this letter.

This review period also provides your community with an opportunity to identiff changes and corrections

to non-technical irrformation. These rnay include corporate lirnits, road names, bridges, stream tlames,

etc. on the FIRMs or in the FIS report. Please send comments to Alex Sirotek at the Regiona[ Service

Center, 99 High Street, 3'd Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 021 10. We will consider all comments and

changes received during this period and will incorporate them, as apprcpriate, before the FIRMs and FIS

repoft become effective.

To assist your cornmunity in maintaining the FIRMs, we have enclosed a Sumrnaty of Map Actions
(SOMA) to document previons Lettels of Map Change (LOMCs) (i,e., Letters of Map Amendment

[LOMAs], Letters of Map Revision [LOMRs]). We revielved our records for any previotts LOMCs (i.e.,

LOMAs and LOMRs) for your community. The SOMA reflects the LOMCs found in our records for your

community. Please conlpare your records with this SOMA list to ensure that we have included all

LOMCs tltat you have in your files,
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Infortnatiott on LOMCs is presented in the following four categories: (l) LOMCs for which results are
shown on the FIRM. (2) LOMCs for which rcsults could not be shown on the FIRM because of scale
lirnitations. However, these LOMCs are still valid. LOMCs in Category 2 will be revalidated through a

single letter that reaffirrns the validity of previously issued LOMCs; ihe letter will be sent to yoru'
comtnunity shortly before the effective date of the FIRM and will become effective one day after the
FIRM becolnes effective. (3) LOMCs for which results are being superseded by new or revised flood
hazard information. These LOMCs will not be revalidated, and the community floodplain manager
should notif, the property owners. Finally, (4) LOMCs listed in Category 4 are not revalidated. FEMA
will, however, review existing and/or new data to make a determination for the affected properties after
the FIRM becomes effective, The cornmunity floodplain manager should notiff propefty owners that
they must reapply for the LOMC deterrnination after the FIRM becomes effective. FEMA will then
respond to their applicatiorr with a determination, which will be sent to both the applicant and the
community.

After the CCO meeting, a statutory 90-day appeal period is requirrd when FEMA adds or modifies BFEs,
base flood depths, SFHAs, flood zone designations, or regulatory floodways within a community, as

shown on the Preliminary FIRM. We will send you a letter approxirnately 2 weeks before the start of the
90-day appeal period to detail the appeal process. The letter will forward irrformation regarding
notifications to be published in the FeonML REcISTER atrd local newspaper(s) and will provide the first
and second publication dates. The appeal period will start on the se-cond publication date. Additional
inforimation concerning the 90-day appeal period will be provided duriug the CCO meeting.

All comments and appeals received through the end of the 90-day appeal period will be considercd and
incorporated as appropriate. Following the resolution of all comrnents and appeals, FEMA will issue a
Letter of Fina[ Determination (LFD). When FEMA issues the LFD, the community rnust adopt the new
FIRM panels and FIS within 6 months in order to remain in good standing with the NFIP.

The new FIRM and FIS repoft for your communigr will become effective 6 months after the LFD date.
Before the effective date, you will be notified in writiug of the official FIRM and FIS rcpoft effective date
and asked to adopt floodplain ordinances or modifr exisling ordinances as necessary that correspond with
the new FIRMs or FIS repoft. If you or other comrnunity officials have any questions regarding
floodplain ordinances, you may raise them with our FEMA Regional Office or you may discuss those
issues with your State NFIP Coordinator. Several months before the effective date, we will mail one set
of printed copies of the finalized FIRM and FIS report and digital copies of the rnap and report products.

Your community's comments on the Prelirninary FIRM panels and FIS rcpoft arc an impoftant paft of our
rnapping process, and we will consider them carefully before we publish the FIRMs and FIS report in
their final form. If you have any questions regarding the Prclirninary copies of the FIRMs and FIS repoft,
please contact Kerry Bogdan, the FEMA Senior Engineer, at (617) 956-7576 or by ernail at
Kerry.Bogdan@fema.dhs.gov. If you have any questions regarding the necessary floodplain management
measures for your community or the NFIP in general, we urge you to contact Joseph Young at (207)287-
8051 or by email at Joseph,Young@maine.gov.

Richard Verville, Chief
Hazard Mitigation Assistarrce Branch
FEMA Region I

wrvw.fenra.gov



State NFIP Coordinator's Contact Information:
Sue Baker, CFM, State NFIP Coordinatoi
Maine Floodplain Management Program
Department of Agriculhrre, Conseration & Forestry
93 SHS, l7 Elkins Lane

Augusta, Maine 04333-0093

Plrone Nurnber: (207) 257 -5063

Email: Sue,Baker@maine.gov

Enclosures:
DVDs of Preliminary FIRMs, FIS rcport, SOMA and coastal engineering data

cc: Donald Murphy, Code Enforcement Officer, Town of Casco (hard copy and DVDs)
Nadia Hermos, Chairperson, Conservation Commission, Town of Casco (Mo enclosures)
Lawrence Sawyer, Chairperson, Zoning Board of Appeals, Town of Casco (w/o enclosures)
William Hofton, Chairperson, Planning Board, Town of Casco (ilo enclosures)
lrene Mofion, Emergency Management Director; Town of Casco (w/o enclosurcs)
David Mofton, Town Manager, Town of Casco (w/o enclosures)
Kerry Bogdan, Senior Engineer, FEMA Region t (hard copy and DVDs)
Sue Baker; CFM, State NFIP Coordinator, Maine Floodplain Management Program, Deparlment

of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry (hard copy and DVDs)
Joseph Young, Mapping Coordinator, Maine Depaftrnent of Agriculture, Conservation and

Forestry, Floodplain Management Progmm (w/o enclosurcs)
Alex Sirotek, Regional Service Center, STARRRegion I (ilo enclosures)
Brian Caufield, Project Manager, STARR Region [ (ilo enclosures)
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