Minutes

Zoning Advisory Committee

July 5, 2005

Hancock Training Building

5:00 PM

Members Present: Pam Edwards - Chairperson, Dave Fowler, Alec Jarvis, Susannah Swihart, Elwin Thorpe, Trevor Tidd and Ed Wade. 

Absent: Dale Doughty

Staff Present: Doug Webster - Planning Consultant.

5:05 PM

1. Call to order 

2. Motion to approve the minutes from June meeting.
Susannah moves to approve the minutes

Dave seconds

All in favor?
7 yes – 0 no

3. Draft Maps of the new Districts:

Pam informs the Committee that the zoning changes discussed at the June meeting are noted on the map.

Trevor states that it was discussed at one meeting about changing the dimensions on one of the districts located at the corner of Route 11 and 121 into a square type shape as opposed to the shape it is now.  This would allow people to have equal opportunity on both sides of the road.

Discussion in the Webbs Mills area:

Elwin suggests placing the two roadsides next to Mill Pond in a LRR zone, and put the other half in an RP zone.  There is no development on that side of Mill Pond.  

Doug states that when placing one water body into 2 different types of shoreland zoning, it is best to base that decision on more than just existing land use.  He suggests putting the whole pond in LRR.

Pam proposes that the Committee allow Doug, Elwin, and her to meet and come up with a proposal for what Shoreland zoning or districts should be around Mill Pond.

Discussion on Pikes Corner:

Discussion from some members is that the Pipeline right-of-way will limit what can be done in any district it runs through.

Pam suggests making the new proposed Village district somewhat smaller by rounding it out and centering it on the intersection.  Then make the Residential area, around the Village, larger. 

Dave suggests that the Casco Village and Pike’s Corner areas be combined to make one larger, contiguous village/residential area.

Consensus from the Committee is that Pam, Doug, and Elwin are to review the Topo maps to come up with a proposal.

Pam asks members if they would like a bus trip after the districts have been finalized.

Committee members would like to take the bus ride, but to have a list of all the changes so that they can review as they go.

Bus ride will be done in September or later.

Discussion on the Aquifers:

Pam informs the committee that the current official zoning maps show the old Aquifer designations from the State.  They have since come out with newer ones where the boundaries have changed slightly.  The Comp Plan states that these need to be updated to reflect the new knowledge.  

Pam asks the Committee if they want a map showing the new designations from the State. In the meantime, the old designations will give them a good idea of where they are.

 Elwin says that the committee should look at the new maps and try to incorporate it in the zoning changes to go to Town meeting in June 2006.

Continued discussion on districts……

Trevor raises a question on the equality of the yellow “blobs” on the map in regards to the span between Meadow Road and Quaker Ridge.

Pam states that in reviewing the layout of the proposed districts on the Comp Plan future land use map, the intention was to have this area listed as Rural Residential, since there was some residential development there anyway.  In reality the two areas don’t line up, and are depicted that way on the ZAC map. There is the pipeline and some extensive wetlands in this area as well.

Trevor’s concern is that a lot of development will be between Pleasant Lake and Thompson Lake vs. Route 121. It makes more sense to direct development towards the more metropolitan areas, than towards the country area.

Pam states that Rural Residential, which is how the areas in question are zoned, is not considered to be a growth area. It is an intermediate area, where some development will be allowed, but not the bulk of the growth.  
Discussion on the Watershed:


Pam reviews items that were mailed to the committee to be reviewed:  

· Buffers for water quality – simple basic information with a table that shows:

Buffer Zone - buffer width varying with the slope of the land.

Development Review
· Site Plan Review?

· Subdivision Standards?

· Building Permit from the CEO?

Standards

· Shall buffers be used

· % slope of land

· width of the buffer

4. List of uses

Committee reviews uses and definitions.


To be continued at the August meeting.

Susannah makes the motion to adjourn

Trevor seconds

All in favor?

7 yes – 0 no
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