Minutes 

Zoning Advisory Committee

May 3, 2005

Casco Community Center

5:00 PM

 

Members Present: Pam Edwards – Chairperson, Dave Fowler, Susannah Swihart, Elwin Thorpe, and Trevor Tidd. 

Absent:  Jeff Hall c.i., and Dale Doughty c.i., Ed Wade.

Staff Present: Deborah Folsom – secretary, and Doug Webster – Planning Consultant.

 

1. Call to order at 5:00 PM

Pam informs the Committee that ZAC is being asked to contribute an article to the Casco Reporter.  Committee members are in agreement that Pam should write the article.
 

2. Approve the minutes of the April meeting.

Susannah makes the motion to approve the minutes of the April meeting.

Dave seconds.

All in favor?

5 yes – 0 no

Committee members agree that it is not necessary to outline the list of uses and the consensus of each one in the minutes as they were in the previous month minutes.

3. Draft Maps of Village and Residential Districts

Committee members reviewed the draft maps regarding the proposed boundaries of the new Village and Residential zoning districts.

· No changes were made at this point; however, the Committee will review again

· Discussions on removing Cooks Mills from the Village District, and placing in the Residential District.  

· Any relatively large area already developed as residential, with somewhat uniform lot sizes, should be placed in the district which it most closely matches. 

· Doug expressed a concern regarding existing lots that are smaller than the minimum lot size specified for the district: How should they be addressed when the owner requests a new or expanded use? Could address by:

· Requiring Site Plan Review, 

· Specifying a minimum lot size or conforming lot requirement for some uses.

· The new Rural Residential District will be smaller than the current Residential District.

· There should be enough available space in the village and residential districts to accommodate at least 55% of the expected residential growth over the next ten years

· Should try to limit growth in rural areas.  

· Rural areas will have a building cap of 20%, with some exceptions to the cap.

4.  List of Uses Worksheet

      Decisions on list of allowed uses:

· Reviewed “Home Occupation I” through “Warehouse” on page 1, for all districts, as well as “Outdoor Equipment Storage” through “Recycling Facility” on page 4.

· Remove Home Retail Sales – to be combined with Home Occupation #2

· Remove Warehouse – part of Distribution Facility

· Discussion on Mineral exploration, extraction, and processing.

· Remove Recycling Center to be called a recycling facility

· Between Redemption Center and Recycling Facility, add Recycling Collection Center.

· Hazardous Material - to be researched.

 

5. Watershed District:

· What does the Committee think the purpose of the Watershed District should be?
· Protect water from phosphorus, nitrates, erosion, and pollution.

· Concerns:

· Proximity to waterbody

· Angle of the slopes

Trevor states that a development time line associated with the Watershed Districts would limit the amount of development and could be regulated based on the individual Watershed Districts. 

Pam informs him that they can try to limit the amount of runoff, but does not think they could limit how much development occurs in a given time period.

· Limit the amount of the impervious area.

· Can’t rely on enforcement from the DEP

· Room for more specifics in the Zoning Ordinance that could be easily followed by the Planning Board and Code Enforcement.

6. Dimensional Standards Worksheet 

No work was done.

7. For the June meeting:

· Review Maps with Rural Residential District

· Continue with the Uses Worksheet

· Start on the Dimensional Standards Worksheet

 

Motion to adjourn

Trevor – so move

Susannah seconds

All in favor

 

Closing 8:47 PM

