Minutes 

Zoning Advisory Committee

March 9, 2005

Casco Community Center

5:00 PM

Members Present: Pam Edwards – Chairperson, Dave Fowler, Jeff Hall, Susannah Swihart, Elwin Thorpe, and Trevor Tidd. 

Absent: Dale Doughty (c i) and Ed Wade (away).

Staff Present: Doug Webster – Planning Consultant, and Deborah Folsom – secretary.

Public Attendance: Wayne Ward

Call to order at 5:07 PM

Larry Sawyer has resigned from ZAC. There were discussions regarding how the Committee was using its time, as well as the role of the committee, staff, and the Planning Board.  There have been some mixed signals from various individuals regarding the role of the committee, which will have to be resolved. It was decided that, for now, the committee would focus on what’s needed for the first round of public meetings:

1. The uses allowed in each of the districts.

2. Draft definitions of the uses.

3. Drafting the map of the new districts.

4. General guidelines of why certain uses will be allowed in specific districts.

The public meetings will provide feedback that will help the Committee before it spends a lot of time on the wording of performance standards.

The time line for ZAC activities will still need to be reviewed and discussed.  

******************************************************************************

Approve the minutes from the February meeting.

Pam asks for a motion to accept the minutes from the February meeting.

Trevor moves to accept the minutes.

Elwin seconds.

All in favor?

5 yes – 1 abstains

******************************************************************************

Continued discussions on performance standards:

· Accessory Apartments

· Animal Keeping

Written material was submitted to the Committee, with minor changes.

Trevor informs the Committee that he feels that both of these issues have been discussed at length and asks for a vote to accept the accessory apartments and animals keeping as written, with the minor changes.

Committee members agree and review the minor changes submitted.  

Trevor makes the motion to accept the standards for Accessory Apartments as written with the exception of:

· Removing #11

· Under section C – removing #3

· Replacing the existing wording of the SSWD with the proposed new wording.

Elwin seconds the motion.

All in favor?

5 yes – 1 no

Pam asks for a motion to accept the Animal Keeping Standards so to be forwarded to the Department of Agriculture for review.

Jeff - so move.

Trevor seconds.

All in favor?

6 yes – 0 no

******************************************************************************

Continuing discussion of uses and dimensional standards in all residential districts.

A list of uses was submitted to the Committee. Most of the uses listed presently have definitions in the current Zoning Ordinance.  The current definitions are up for general discussion only, as feedback from the public may help the committee determine the final definition.  There will be some uses listed that will need to be defined.

There was discussion regarding a large commercial building within the Village District.  The concern on this was:

· Parking Spaces

· Square footage for parking, septic, and size of the building

· Traffic Volume

· Impact on the abutters

· Aesthetics

· Size limits

The Committee worked on what uses might be allowed in the Village District. There were additional uses that the Committee will add to the list:

· Crematorium

· Redemption Center

Deleted from the list of uses:


· Individual Private Campsite

· Research Facility

******************************************************************************

Closing the meeting:

Next month’s agenda will be to continue with the list of uses and what will or will not be an allowed use in the 5 districts.

Motion to adjourn

Jeff – so moves

Trevor seconds

All in favor?

6 yes – 0 no

Closing 8:10 PM

1

