MINUTES

Casco Board Of Selectmen

October 2, 2007

Casco Central Fire Station – 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:

Susan Witonis, Calvin Nutting, Barbara York, Paul Edes, and James Gerry

Staff Present:


David Morton and Lucille Griffin

Guests Present:
See List

The Board of Selectmen approved bills and signed warrants.  The Board of Selectmen moved (York), seconded (Gerry) and unanimously voted to approve the minutes of September 4, 2007 and September 18, 2007.

New Business

-
Town Manager David Morton introduced Mike Rogers, Maine Revenue Service, supervisor for municipal services, who was present to discuss revaluations.  Mr. Rogers reviewed information in a pamphlet he had provided regarding revaluations and how this information applied to the Town of Casco.  Mr. Rogers indicated that it is not true that the state will step in if the percentage of values drops below 70% of market value.  Intervention by the state depends on whether there is equity for all classes of properties. There then ensued an extended discussion with questions from the audience for Mr. Rogers.   
James Gerry asked if the town could have an ordinance to request a revaluation every two years.  Mike Rogers said that the Board can suggest to the Assessor that this be done periodically.  Some communities do it every two to three years.  Assessor John O’Donnell said that they recommend that it be done every four to five years with funding for the revaluation done each year.  A lot of towns put it off for another decade.

James Gerry asked to have this item placed on the Board of Selectmen’s next workshop agenda.

-
The Board of Selectmen reviewed an application by Raymond Dingley for a Mass Gathering Permit for a Northeast Grass Drags event.  Town Manager David Morton went over information regarding the application and said that the insurance certificate would not be available until just before the event.  James Gerry said he had a concern regarding a refusal by the Casco Rescue Chief to respond to the scene for a call.  Morton said he understood that Casco Rescue was not supposed to stand by for “for profit events”.  James said he is not trying to blame anyone but just wanted to make sure.  There followed discussion on this item.  Calvin Nutting said it was his understanding that Naples Rescue had agreed to provide this service.  Susan Witonis said that we need to make sure that if Naples is out that the drags stop until coverage is supplied.  Town Manager Morton said that if there had been an emergency call that Casco Rescue would have responded.  Gil Avery asked if this had been put out to bid.  Patricia Troy said she was present when the first permit was okayed and was surprised that the newspaper said that they had been approved for four permits.  There was more discussion on this item.  James Gerry asked if they are allowed to practice for the event.  Town Manager Morton said that they have always run sleds in the field.  Morton said there is nothing to prohibit them from doing this.  If it becomes an issue it will have to be looked at.
The Board of Selectmen moved (York), seconded (Nutting) and unanimously voted to approve the application by Raymond Dingley for a Mass Gathering Permit if the certificate of insurance is provided and the rescue situation is straightened out.

Old Business
-
Town Manager David Morton updated the Board of Selectmen on the Cooks Mills Road project.  Morton said the low bidder was R. N. Willey & Sons.  They are ahead of schedule and doing a great job. Morton went over the construction method and how each step in the process was done.  An engineering firm is there every other day to inspect the project.  A representative from the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is there and is quite pleased with the project.
-
Calvin Nutting asked what the status was on the winter salt and sand.  Town Manager Morton indicated the request for bids have gone out and will be back by October 16, 2007.  Morton said there is some salt and sand left in the shed.

Other Business

-
Town Manager David Morton brought up that Spurwink School has requested use of the Grange Hall for a Halloween party from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Halloween.  Following discussion, the Board of Selectmen moved (York), seconded (Gerry) and unanimously voted to approve the request.

Public Participation And Comment
-
Gilbert Avery asked how the gym project is coming along.  Town Manager David Morton said he has not heard from Kevin Hancock on the progress of the project.  This item will be on the next agenda.
-
Susan Witonis requested that a letter be sent to the Fire Department thanking them for their great job on Public Safety Day.

-
Paul Edes asked if it is possible to have a monthly report from the Fire Department like the Rescue Department provides.  Town Manager David Morton said that this has to be done for Fire Department payroll and a copy of that can be provided for the Board of Selectmen.  

-
Calvin Nutting asked Town Manager Morton if Fire Chief John Small is ever going to come before the Board to discuss his raise.  Morton said that that is still an issue.  John Small was paid at the new rate in error.  This will have to be adjusted to offset in the next quarter.

-
Susan Witonis requested that the Board of Selectmen do the Town Manager’s review after the next workshop.  Morton said the Board would have to have a meeting and adjourn into executive session to do the review.

-
Barbara York noted that she is on her second ink cartridge for her printer due to printing off revaluation information and e-mails.  Barbara would like the town to copy this information for each Board member.  Town Manager Morton indicated he had not done this in an effort to save money, however hard copies can be made for those who want them.  Susan Witonis suggested putting hard copies in a binder and keeping them at the Town Office.  This information can be backed up on the town computer server.

-
Barbara York requested that a thank you be sent to the Veterans’ Memorial Committee for all their hard work.  Calvin Nutting asked if a trust has been established for the Memorial fund.  Town Manager Morton indicated that it will be an ongoing fund.  Barbara suggested putting all the speeches that were done at the Veterans’ Memorial dedication together for the archives.  Morton suggested that copies of the speeches be put with a copy of the video of the dedication.  Gilbert Avery said that the Lake Region weekly printed Phil Cole’s speech.

-
The Board of Selectmen would like to each have a town e-mail and have the addresses put on the website next to their names.

The Board of Selectmen moved (Witonis), seconded (Gerry) and unanimously voted to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.







ATTEST:







____________________________________







Lucille D. Griffin, Deputy Town Clerk
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