TOWN OF CASCO PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
MEETING THURSDAY 3/16/06
Taking notes:  Tracy Kimball

Members In Attendance:

John Small
Carroll Morton 
Tom Quinn
Gwen Akers

Sue Witonis
Connie Hall
Tom Mulkern
Tracy Kimball

Members Absent:

Kevin Vaugh

Other Attendees:

Irene Morton
Maureen Quinn

Guests:

Roger Plant, Vice President - Lakes Region ATV Club

Ronnie Girard, Lakes Region ATV Club

Bill Osgood, President – Lakes Region ATV Club

Dana Dame, Trail Master - Lakes Region ATV Club

Brian Tripp, Maine State Game Warden

6:37 p.m.

On behalf of the Public Safety Committee, Tom Mulkern welcomes our guests and briefly explains our current objectives as to the ATV project.  Tracy Kimball distributes the newest draft of both the ATV mailer and brochures for review by the committee and the guests.  Both Bill Osgood and Brian Tripp approve the look of the brochure and agree the committee has done a great job in gathering information and presenting it in a way will encourage people to look at it.

Since the information on the brochure is the same as on the mailer, the committee and guests review just the brochure and make changes accordingly.  One of the changes includes adjustments to the labeling on the cover as not to make the publication look like it is all-inclusive of the material needed to know about ATV’s.  The publication is meant as a learning tool and we need to encourage people to review the laws/rules book for specific details.

Each informational section in the brochure was reviewed one at a time and laws reviewed for discussion and adjustments included operating on a public way, age requirements and guidelines, land-owners rights, and ATV Club information.  There was a brief discussion regarding proper signage posting for/against ATV use on land and the ATV Club suggested we find visit the for the Bureau of Parks & Land for symbols and include that in the brochure.

Tracy marked up her copy of the brochure with changes and will finalize the information to present to the Selectmen by Tuesday, April 4th.  The Selectmen will then be able to send the publication to legal counsel for final verification before printing will begin.  Final products will also be sent to Bill Osgood and Brian Tripp.

7:56 p.m.

Committee meeting began – Tom Mulkern begins with review and approval of minutes from 2/15/06.

Tom presented the results of the presentation to the Selectmen regarding the Chimney Ordinance as the committee discussed on 2/15 – the committee had decided that we did not have enough information to form a position.  The Selectmen made the decision not to change the ordinance at this time.  John Small and members of the Casco Fire Department (CFD) will research the subject further and changes may be made at a later date, but the general consensus by the CFD was that the ordinance best serves the community as it stands.

Tom also reported that the proposal presented to the Selectmen to enlarge the Public Safety Committee will be discussed at the next Selectmen Workshop and we can expect final answers about it shortly after.  We should be able to discuss the results at our next Public Safety Committee meeting.  Tom went around the room to verify that all persons interested in joining/remaining on the committee had notified David Morton.  Those that had not were urged to do so at his/her earliest convenience.

The Chair position for this year is open, Tom volunteered to hold the position for another year.  All votes were in favor.  There were no other interested members.

A brief discussion was had regarding the position of secretary.  Tom reported that the budget did not support the committee’s previous suggestion to hire an extra person to do the minutes and asked for volunteer for the position as Gwen Akers will be stepping down this year.  Irene obtained information from local agencies where we may be able to enlist the help of students who could assist in this process.  Tracy has volunteered to take the official Secretary title and mentor students with review and approval of minutes completed by students prior to public distribution.   Minutes can be tape recorded also.

On the Agenda for next month will be setting goals and objectives for the new year.

Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.
